Broadway Junior School
Springwell Road, Sunderland. SR4 8NW

Telephone: 0191 528 3058

E Mail: admin@broadwayjuniorschool.com
Website: www.broadwayjuniorschool.com
Twitter: @broadwayjuniors
7t June 2024
Dear Families

The rules around irregular attendance from September 2024 are changing. As you are aware, “all
children of compulsory school age who are registered pupils at a school, must attend that school
regularly and punctually. It is the responsibility of families to ensure this”. (pepartment for Education)

The definition of irregular absences includes holidays taken in term time and persistent absence
patterns failing into an unauthorised criteria. This is criteria set by the Government and is out of
any school’s control.

Overleaf is information from Together for Children giving a snapshot of the new rules
regarding Fixed Penalty Notices for irregular attendance, as of September 2024.

At Broadway, we understand that children are unwell from time to time and may not be able to
attend school. As always, we are here to support families and would like to thank you for your
on-going support in working with us.

Should you have any questions regarding these changes or need any advice around any
attendance issues you may have; please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Robson or Jade Hanratty
on 0191 528 3058.

Yours sincerely,

Dittiorforge)

Mr. D Walton-Jonas
Headteacher
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Fixed Penalty Notices for irregular attendance at school

Regular school attendance is
vital for children to reach
their full potential. If your
child is absent for any
reason, it is important that
you communicate fully with
the school. However new
national guidance is to be
implemented from
September to manage
irregular attendance at
school.

Penalty notices are issued as
an alternative to prosecution
where parents have failed to
ensure their child attends
school regularly. They can be
used in cases where absence
has not been authorised by a
head teacher and can be in
respect of any unautherised
absence, irrespective of
reason.

The notices are used to
prevent the need for court
action, for example, when
suppert has not been
engaged with or is not
appropriate (for example,
leave of absence during term
time).

Changes from September

2024 are shown .—.—_}

Important information for parents

Head Teachers are
unable to grant
leave of absence
during term time
unless there are
exceptional
circumstances.

Generally, a need or
desire for a holiday
or other absence for
the purpose of
leisure and
recreation would not
constitute an
excepticnal
circumstance.

A Fixed Penalty
Notice may be issued
if there are 5 days [
10 sessions of

absence in a period
of 10 school weeks
(where absence has
not been authorised).

A notice may be
issued where the 5-
day level of
consecutive absence
has not been
reached, for example,
if there are several
periods of leave.

The first penalty
notice is £160 if paid
within 28 days,
reduced to £80 if
paid within 21 days.

A second penalty
notice is £160 to be
paid within 28 days.

A third penalty notice
cannot be issued.
Legal action may
result (for example,
prosecution).

For further information
please see Sunderland
City Council website
page on school
attendance:

bitps://www.sunderla
nd.gov.uk/
Or DfE Working together

to improve school
attendance document:

https://www.gov.uk/g,
evernment/publication
s/working-together-to-
improve-school-

attendance
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